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Issues in the Stage Interpretations of “King Lear”
(by the example of creative works of Peter Brook,
Giorgio Strehler and Robert Sturua)

This thesis - “ Issues of the Stage Interpretations of “King Lear”
(taking as examples the creative works of Peter Brook, Giorgio Strehler
and Robert Sturua) is an attempt at an integrated study of creative
issues in post-Soviet Georgian theater science related to the stage
interpretation of classic dramaturgy in the context of creative processes
taking place in the social-political and theatrical environment; in
particular taking William Shakespeare’s “King Lear” as an example.

Why “King Lear”? Freedom and power turned into willfulness
are the main problems of Shakespeare’s tragedies, which are always a
threat to a state and its people. These issues were major themes of the
XX century, especially in the Soviet space.

In the modern world, as well as at any time and era of mankind,
the struggle for power has never lost its topicality. Hundreds of
performances were put on this issue, and among them a significant
place is occupied by the classic drama, and first of all, by Shakespeare.
In the struggle against dictatorship one of the most important
phenomenon was productions of “King Lear” throughout Europe; these
played a special role in changing people’s consciousness. Exchange
of experience gained in this area remains relevant even today and it
has practical significance for modern directing. I mean also the future
performances, which will be actively addressed by directors.

Review of the scientific literature and topicality of the
problem

The stage interpretation of Shakespeare’s plays has been studied
by academics in the humanities since the XVII — XVIII centuries.
Research in Shakespeare on the Georgian stage started at the beginning
of the XX century. However, significant research was not carried out
until the 1970s. During this period, publication of a series of scientific
articles entitled “Georgian Shakesperiana” began; these were aimed at
the study of Shakespeare’s creative work from different angles.
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In the 1980s considerable research was conducted by theater critic
Paola Urushadze. Her book “Shakespeare and the Georgian Theatre”
(in Georgian and Russian language), which is a collection of articles
published at different times, greatly helps researchers interested in
problems of stage interpretation of Shakespeare’s plays. Georgian
theater science avoided complex study of this problem in the context
of the world theater processes. Because of this researchers have a
feeling of dissatisfaction. The situation is complicated by the fact that
most of the scientific literature is published in the Soviet era, so the
influence of Soviet ideology is obvious. The socio-political context in
relation to the artistic phenomenon, as well as the international context
of local events is lost in existing works published in small amounts.

“King Lear” by its theme and acuteness of problems is just as
relevant today for the general public. The range of issues is global and
it has no borders. It is also important that at any time and in any space
“King Lear”, as well as other plays of Shakespeare, does not lose its
relevance. Consequently, the theater, as the most contempory of the
arts, can not avoid this dramaturgic material. This is confirmed by the
fact that in the recent years this play is often staged around the world.

The relevance of the studied problem stems from the dramaturgic
primary source itself. “King Lear” covers the problems that have
always worried and will worry any society. Dramatic texts were
perceived differently in different eras by those who revived the play
on stage. And the ones, who will implement the stage interpretation
of Shakespeare’s “King Lear” in the future, will show it in different
perspective. Despite the different artistic levels of the majority of the
productions of the play, they reveal a breath of the epoch, its main
characteristics and ideology of the society of the time.

The scientific assessment, review and reassessment of the creative
processes are still on the agenda in the post-Soviet space. Reassessment
process started in various fields studying art, as well in the post-
Soviet Georgian theater. This research also is an attempt to make a
contribution to this cause.
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Overview of primary sources and methodology of
research

The primary sources of the dissertation are specific performances,
video-records of which are archived by centers of culture and art.
Among them, the video center of the Shota Rustaveli Theatre and
Film University, audio-video funds of the National Library of the
Parliament of Georgia, the Rustaveli Theatre museum. Among the
different types of scientific sources there are also available: funds
of directors’ manuscripts, rehearsal recordings and diaries stored in
archives and museums, which were significant sources for the study
of these issues. Phono (audio)-video archives (interviews, topics,
reports) are used as well. These types of sources contain important
nuances and often suggest a way of solution of the problems better
then scientific literature do.

The research process was complicated by the fact that to date there
is no systematic, fundamental research on stage interpretations of
“King Lear” in Georgian and European theaters, despite the fact that
Robert Sturua’s “King Lear” has been the focus of the dissertations of
some Georgian scholars.

As for the performances of Peter Brook and Giorgio Strehler,
unfortunately, the Georgian theater science has not been interested
in the well-known works of the directors recognized in Europe,
which played a certain role in their creative work. Moreover, the
performances carried out by them have made significant contributions
to the new understanding of stage interpretations of Shakespeare’s
play. Unfortunately, the scientific literature is almost unavailable in
the Georgian language (with the exception of the Georgian edition of
Peter Brook’s “The Empty Space”). Most of the sources and scientific
literature is available in Russian (40 per cent) and English (60 per
cent).

A significant part of the scientific literature was worked through
during this research. This thesis is based on the following documents:
full video records of performances; rehearsal diaries; funds of personal
manuscripts (stored in the museum collections ofthe Piccolo Teatro, the
Globe Theatre); research conducted until today, dissertations, articles
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and publications; interviews with the directors of the performances
that we investigate.

During the research I use current methods in social and
humanitarian sciences: qualitative methods (common, continuous,
logical development of creative processes related to the interpretation
of Shakespeare in the XX century); quantitative methods (survey,
social experiments); methods of statistical analysis (to strengthen
the hypotheses raised in the thesis and to draw conclusions); The
method of content analysis (the choice of this method is determined by
systematic, objective and quantitative character of this method, which
excludes the personal attitude of the researcher to the issue); method
of cultivation analysis (distinguishing the leader authors and analysis
of their works based on the results of statistical surveys).

The aim of the research and research issues

The aim of the research is to analyze the issues related to the stage
interpretation of Shakespeare’s “King Lear” in the second half of the
XX century in Georgian and European theaters, by the example of
creative works of Peter Brook, Giorgio Strehler and Robert Sturua;
to determine logical connections and find the points of intersection
of the interpretations; to study the main line of development of stage
interpretations of “King Lear” in the theater of the second half of the
XX century; to study the issue of identity between the performances
by the method of statistical analysis

The aim of this research is to identify the common and distinctive
features between the significant stage interpretations; to mark out the
problems of stage interpretations of “King Lear” in the European theater
of the XX century (by the example of British, Italian and Georgian
performances); in addition, determine the place of productions of Peter
Brook, Giorgio Strehler and Robert Sturua, their importance in scenic
Shakesperiana of the European theater space of the XX century, and
in the theater thinking in general; determine for what purpose (what
was the motivation, political and social, artistic and aesthetic context)
did the directors stage Shakespeare’s “King Lear”; figure out in what
specific historical conditions was staged “King Lear” at the leading
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theaters of Europe in different times, and how the breath of the epoch
was felt in these productions; what factors determined the success or
failure of a particular performance.

It is also important to determine the geographical area and the
epochs when the significant productions of the play were implemented
and taking into considerations these factors, whether there is a logical
connection between them.

The results of the research and scientific novelties

The research showed that each production of “King Lear”
coincides with the historically difficult, tense period. The nature and
the level of tenseness change not only the artistic and aesthetic, but
also the conceptual structure of Shakespeare’s play. One of these lines
coincides with a rising, energetic efficacy; and the second one — with
the state burdened with these problems.

The research shows that the evolution of progressive ideas is
observed from the west to the east. The significant searches for new
interpretations of Shakespeare are seen in the far end of Western
Europe. Then, these searches are moved into the middle of Europe.
And in the XX century, this process is summarized by Robert Surua’s
performance in Eastern Europe.

The research revealed that “King Lear” is a special phenomenon
among the masterpieces of Brook, Strehler and Sturua, and these
radically different performances have much in common.

Each production was preceded in its country by more than one
unsuccessful performances. While performances of Brook, Strehler
and Sturua, their new interpretations have opened the path for other
directors in Shakespeare’s dramaturgy for researches and searches
that took place in specific performances of these directors.

The study revealed not only several issues of identity of
performances staged in different countries by different directors, but
also a significant difference between them. The results of the study
clearly demonstrated the importance of works of these directors, their
influence on the world theater Shakesperiana and theatrical thinking
in general. The study also showed what factors (historical, political,
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social) have conditioned the implementation of the performances,
their artistic quality, or their failure.

The present work is a systematic study of the issues on stage
interpretation of the most popular Shakespeare’s tragedy “King
Lear”. The study will provide practical support not only to researchers
interested in the history of stage interpretation, but also to the directors
who will decide to put this tragedy on the stage or screen in the future.
This work partially fills the information vacuum existing in modern
Georgian theatrical science.

The Structure of the thesis

The work consists of the following parts: 1. Introduction (statement
of the problem, the current situation, history of the issue research,
review of existing sources and literature, research methodology, the
aim of the research, scientific innovations); 2. Chapter | — Geography
of “King Lear”; 3. Chapter II - Analysis of the stage interpretations of
“King Lear” staged in the UK in the 60’s of the XX century (overview
of the current situation, historical and social preconditions, a thorough
review of Peter Brook’s “King Lear”, revealing the new accents
of perception of the tragedy); 4. Chapter III - The issue of stage
interpretations of “King Lear” in Italian theater of 70’s of the XX
century by the example of Giorgio Strehler’s creative work (historical
and social preconditions, analysis of Strehler’s creativity method, a
thorough review of Strehler’s “King Lear”, revealing new accents); 5.
Chapter IV - Analysis of stage interpretations of “King Lear” on the
Georgian stage from the XIX century to the production of “King Lear”
by Robert Sturua (historical conditions and environment, review the
performances and marking out achievements of the directors in the
history of stage interpretations of “King Lear”, which includes several
sub-chapters); 6. Chapter V — Robert Sturua’s performance “King
Lear” (political and social context, a thorough review of Sturua’s
performance, marking out progressive accents); 7. Chapter VI — The
statistical analysis of productions of “King Lear” on the stage of
Georgian theater; 8. Conclusion; 9. The work is accompanied by the
list of references.
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Overview of the thesis
Chapter I
Geography of “King Lear”

During the study of the geographical area and signs of “King
Lear” we have used proven methods of scientific research, and we
have found that there is apparent harmony and logical connections
between these performances. First of all, the first one from the first
three performances was realized in the outermost north-west Europe
(the UK, Stratford-upon-Avon): the second one — in the middle of
Europe (Italy, Milan); and the third one — in the outermost south-east
of Europe (Georgia, Tbilisi).

If we look at the map of the European continent, we can see that
Stratford-upon-Avon (one of the ancient cities in the UK), is at a
distance of 81 kilometers from London. Accordingly, it is considered
to be in the region of London and is considered at the same longitude
and latitude, as the capital of Great Britain. Stratford-upon-Avon is
located at a longitude of 51°; Giorgio Strehler staged “King Lear”
in the Italian city of Milan, at a distance of 477 km from the capital.
Milan is located at a longitude of 45°; As for Tbilisi, it is located at a
longitude of 41°. If we compare these figures (51-45-41), we would be
able to see some kind of mathematical regularity in the intervals. The
interval between these three data are five units, and between the first
and the last — 10 units.

As for the distance between these places: Distance from Stratford-
upon-Avon to Milan is 1,020 km; from Milan to Tbilisi — 2876 km,
while the distance between the first and last places is 3553 km. If we
draw a diagram of the distance, intervals between them easily fits
every thousandth kilometer.

The diagram clearly shows that the locations of the performances
of “King Lear” are separated from each other not only by ten-year, but
by thousand-kilometer intervals. While distance between Stratford-
upon-Avon and Milan 1,020 km, distance between Milan and Tbilisi
is 2876 km, almost twice as much as between Stratford and Milan. If
counting the distance we take an interval of 4000 km, we get one so-
called irregularity.
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If we approach the issue according to this logic, it will turn
out that the performance of Robert Sturua is more distant from the
performances of Brook and Strehler than the performances of Brook
and Strehler are distant from each other. In fact, from the point of view
of theatre science, the interpretation of “King Lear” by Robert Sturua
is more distant from the performances of Brook and Strehler not only
in terms of the director’s concept, but also in terms of scenography
and artistic solution, as well as musical setting and choreography.

Chapter 11
Analysis of the stage interpretations of “King Lear” staged in the
UK in the 60’s of the twentieth century

From classical drama the most “loyal ally” of Brook turned out to
be Shakespeare. Brook’s radical vision in the stage interpretation of
“King Lear” was expressed not only by new conceptual understanding
of the tragedy, but also by form and visual-spectacular solution of the
performance.

During staging “King Lear” Brook first of all envisaged the
topicality of the play’s theme, the vitality of the plot. Brook rejected
translations or adaptations of the XIX century of texts of Shakespeare’s
tragedies. From his part, it’s a progressive step, as the theater was
based on the artistic principles of a realistic representation of life.
Therefore, the text had to be close to the modern literary language as
much as possible.

In the performance the director did not admit the truth to be
unambiguously on the side of Lear. The character of the king evoked
pity in spectators until Scofield performed the artistic image of Lear.
Brooke made spectators of the second half of the twentieth century to
think about on whose side is the truth. And besides, it should be decided
by a spectator. In Brook’s performance Lear loses his kingdom, but
he insists on keeping the power. He wants to manifest his royal will
and at the same time to avoid all the responsibilities. Lear wants to
avoid the feudal discords. The stubborn and arrogant is almost always
deservedly punished. This was the basis of Lear’s suffering.

In his interpretation Brook stressed the parallel lines of Lear (Paul
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Scofield) and Gloucester (Alan Webb). In the performance Gloucester
is often presented as a double of Lear, his rival in complaints and
moans. he is a lost, two-faced old man, who had several times run
away from Lear to Cordelia, and vice versa.

Brook tried to retain objectivity as much as Shakespeare’s text
would allow him. Such approach to the play is much more interesting
and effective. For Peter Brook a prerequisite for the successful
implementation of his conception was the maximum unity of all
elements, style of the performance. Even the slightest discrepancy was
unacceptable. Therefore, he was the sole creator of decor, costumes,
lighting and sound score of the performance.

Brook’s “King Lear” was an important statement in the European
theater of the second half of the XX century. The performance
destroyed nearly century-old stereotypes that existed in the European
theater. It was kind of a turning point not only in the history of stage
interpretations of “King Lear”, but also in the important process of
staging Shakespeare’s tragedies in a new form.

Eight years after staging “King Lear” Brook turns again to this play
of Shakespeare. This time he makes a full-length feature film “King
Lear”. Conceptually, it does not much differ from the performance.
The director’s interpretation of the personages’ characters is
identical. Apparently Brook was feeling some dissatisfaction after the
implementation of the most complex tragedy of Shakespeare on stage.
In fact, in the second half of the XX century, Peter Brook was able to
“save Shakespeare’s play, which was on the verge of death” (Roger
Ebert). His “King Lear” was based on a new concept.

Chapter 111
The issue of stage interpretations of “King Lear” in Italian
theater of 70’s of the twentieth century by the example of Giorgio
Strehler’s creative works

Italian director Giorgio Strehler staged Shakespeare’s “King Lear”
at the Piccolo Teatro of Milan in 1972. By this time he was already
a well-known director and had already staged the performances that
brought him international recognition. These are: Bertold Brecht’s
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“Three Penny Opera” (1956); Henrik Ibsen’s “A Doll’s House’; Anton
Chekhov’s “The Seagull”’; William Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar”
(1953) Bertolt Brecht’s “Galileo Galilei” (1963).

The atmosphere of the Piccolo Teatro helped Strehler to get rid
of pompous decorations and monumentality. At the same time, the
influence of Brecht’s ideas on the director was already obvious, and
as a result the epic theater period started in Strehler’s creative work.
Prior to “King Lear”, he had already staged Brecht’s plays. Besides,
Strehler shared Brecht’s political views.

Political and social processes were reflected not only in the theater,
but also on the ideology of the director himself. Reality around the
Piccolo Teatro had been changing and Strehler’s methods had been
improving, but his attitude towards the theater as the art remained
invariable. Strehler’s aim was to show to Italy and the whole world by
the example of “King Lear” that a political leader, who leaves politics
in order to run the country from coulisse, will be doomed to failure.
And suffering that he’ll gain by his choice will teach him the essence
of human dignity, of which he has never thought about it.

Despite the experimental form any concept of Strehler during
interpretation of “King Lear” is submitted to Shakespeare’s concept
on world and theater, which is apparent in the performance: the action
area is closest to spectators at most (as in Shakespeare’s theater); At
the same time, the world is perceived as the theater itself and the form
— “theater in the theater” — enters the performance.

Strehler was the first who enlivened the “theater of Lear”. The
personages of the play go up the scene from the parterre. Prior to that,
they play the role of spectators. Lear himself is also an actor, who
seemingly does not recognize the disguised Kent. Lear plays, as he
still does not want to admit his mistakes and crimes. The Fool is the
only one with whom Lear can not play. Lear’s gradual transformation
begins just with the appearance of the Fool. This is a hard process—
from insanity towards purification.

Naturally, Strehler got rid of traditions and existing stereotypes
by a new solution of a stage space. The stage was covered with dense,
concentrated mass, with footprints that could not be erased. Such an
environment made the actors move on the stage in a different way
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(heavily, awkwardly). Society, which moved on wooden boards,
resembled cripples. The strange gait of the personages revealed their
characters. Such solution of the scenic “ground” was important not
only from the technical point of view, but also from the ideological
point of view.

Another important innovation in the stage interpretation of “King
Lear” to which Giorgio Strehler addressed. He grouped the personages
according to age, characters, types and relationships between each
other. Strehler considered that such distribution was important. In
Strehler’s performance Lear did not look like an old despot. He was
demonic and despotic. Lear calls himself a “loving father” and there is
some truth in this statement.

In his performance myth and reality exist together, which creates
not contrast, but synthetic coexistence. In Strehler’s “King Lear”
the conflict is not between the forms and methods of expression, but
between situations. This passage is one of the most important features
that distinguish Strehler from other directors.

This method of working created lots of difficulties and obstacles
for Giorgio Strehler, but he overcame all the barriers. The researchers
believe that Shakespeare’s “King Lear” in the director’s creative work
is a good example of this.

Chapter IV
Analysis of stage interpretations of “King Lear” on the Georgian
stage from the XIX century to the production of “King Lear” by
Robert Sturua

Shakespeare immediately appeared in a cycle of means of struggle
for national interests. In this regard, the revival of “King Lear” on the
stage in 1883 was another step forward. In 1879, from the first days of
the restoration of the Georgian professional theater, Ilia Chavchavadze
began to think about staging “King Lear”. Ilia Chavchavadze saw the
ideological pillars of national movement in Shakespeare’s plays. At
the same time, in Ilia’s opinion, the tragedy of Lear corresponded to
the aspirations and desires of the leaders of the national liberation
movement. “King Lear” concerned sensitive issues, which Ilia
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considered was the task of his epoch and always talked about them in
his articles.

The premiere of “King Lear” coincided with the reforms taking
place in the Georgian theater. The fact that “King Lear” was presented
after hundred rehearsals, shows not only the fact that Georgian theater
considered staging Shakespeare as a great responsibility, but also that
the Georgian theater started a repertoire theatre, the so-called method
of working at a desk.

After 29 years from the first premiere of “King Lear” (1883)
another stage interpretation of the play was realized. In 1912 Valerian
Gunia decided to play the role of Lear at his benefit performance. He
started to work on “King Lear” in 1877. He had been thinking over
preparing this role for 35 years. Anyway, it took him this long for a
final decision — to appear in front of the general public in the role of
Lear.

The Georgian theatre more or less had the experience of staging
“King Lear”. Obviously, this experience brought Valerian Gunia a
positive result. He not only carefully studied the role, but also took
into consideration the comments made by critics on the first performer
of Lear’s role.

The Performance of Valerian Shalikashvili stylistically did not
different from the previous “King Lear”. The novelty of Valerian
Gunia’s “King Lear” was its new artistic level. The intentions and
desires of the personage have been more clearly revealed in this
performance. The main goal — to awaken the national and civic spirit
by Shakespeare’s tragedy — became clear to everyone.

In Georgian theatre of the second half of the XIX century and the
early XX century several stage version of “King Lear” were created.
Kote Kipiani was the first one who revived Lear on Georgian stage.
And after three decades Valerian Gunia enlivened the artistic image
of Lear. This time gap indicates the complexity of the play. From
the very beginning it became some kind of a stumbling block in the
Georgian theater for directors and actors. Lear of Kipiani and Gunia
was an organic product of that period, that was nourished by ideas and
views of that epoch.
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On the issue of stage interpretations of “King Lear”
in the 20’s of the XX century

From the 20’s of the XX century a new phase of renovation and
development starts in the Georgian theatre, and in the center of this
process there are great Georgian directors: Kote Marjanishvili and
Sandro Akhmeteli. Their searches for completely different, non-
traditional forms were contributed by large flow of different directions
and styles of art in Georgia. Both directors intended to stage “King
Lear”. Unfortunately, none of them was able to carry out their
intentions on the stage. But their searches, which have been kept in
their diaries and memoirs undoubtedly, arouse interest. These searches
were reflected in creative works of directors of further generations.

In 1925, when Marjanishvili decided to stage “King Lear”, in
Georgia prevails socio-political chaos caused by the redistribution of
power and constant change of persons having authority. It was clearly
felt that a new regime was coming, which does not recognize a person’s
individuality and was strived for its transformation to a “single mass”.
Thus, “King Lear” is a manifestation of protest which identifies actual
problems existing in the society, and the sad consequences of the
struggle for personal political goals, disguised with pompous shows
and illusory welfare. The conflict was unfolded mainly against the
background of family relationships and it underlined the tragedy of a
common man.

Two years later, Sandro Akhmeteli decided to stage “King Lear”
in the same theater, but his attempts were also unsuccessful. His
almost completed play did not come out. He addressed Shakespeare’s
dramaturgy not only because of the spectrum of problematic and
topical themes; he considered it as the possibility of introducing new
monumental forms in the Georgian theater.

Unlike Mardjanishvili Akhmeteli removed earthly basis from
Lear and turned him into his own imagination into a superman. Lear
took the slightest resistance for a rebellion. He was very ambitious,
he entrusted government of the state to his children, but retained the
title of the king. He was cruel when excited, craved for glory, though
he gradually lost this quality and became more like a simple, common
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person. The process of Lear’s humanization was very complex, as he
had to go through the torture and suffering on the way of purification.

Akhmeteli is no longer interested in the physical existence or
nonexistence of Lear. For him, the main idea is to achieve the goal
— Lear’s spiritual purification, catharsis. It is obvious that by “King
Lear” Akhmeteli tried to break new ground and open new prospects
on the theater horizon, though he was not able to achieve this by
Shakespeare. Premiere of “King Lear” did not take place. Searches
of Akhmeteli in Shakespeare’s inexhaustible world opened up new
channels. This is confirmed by the fact that later, at some point, the
concept complies with not only to the production of “King Lear” by
Robert Sturua in the Rustaveli Theater, but also with the versions of
Peter Brook and Giorgio Strehler.

“King Lear” in the 40s of the XX century - as the basis for the
synthesis of the art of the actors and the director

The next production of “King Lear” was realized in the theater of
Kutaisi by Dodo Antadze (in 1941, 20 years after the establishment
of Soviet regime in Georgia). The role of King Lear was performed
by the great Georgian tragedian Alexandre Imedashvili. It was his last
work. His success was conditioned by his long creative experience
and tragic theatrical character. He had spent many years studying
Shakespeare.

The performance itself is not considered a significant event in the
history of Georgian theater nor by its artistic quality, neither by the
director’s original interpretation of the tragedy. Despite the attempt
of the director to create a unified performance, the goal has not been
achieved. The influence of the great actor on the director, as well as on
the members of the troupe was evident. He as if overshadowed other
participants of the performance.

Alexandre Imedashvili considered Lear as psychologically
developing character, who was originally a selfish, self-righteous
and arrogant ruler, and the human and paternal feelings were hidden
somewhere in the invisible depths. But after going through all the
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stages of the reign, he gradually felt what injustice and poverty is;
now he was able to see a man who was a stranger to him before. In his
interpretation Imedashvili also accentuated the third quality of Lear —
the paternal feelings that, in his opinion, would gradually overshadow
all other feelings.

The example of “King Lear” staged in Kutaisi theater clearly shows
that in the 40’s of the XX century, the leadership of directors in the
theater is shattered. In the theater of that time the pedestal is occupied
by an actor. It often happened that an actor himself put a performance.
In this regard, a special place is occupied by Akaki Vasaladze whose
directorial heritage is the topic for a separate study. His directing skill
is interesting for us in this case, as in 1948 he carried out “King Lear”
in the Rustaveli Theatre.

Akaki Vasadze brought together great resources. He invited
Sergo Kobuladze as the art director; the music was created by Aleksi
Machavariani and Andria Balanchivadze; Akaki Khorava had already
performed Otello, which brought him recognition throughout the Soviet
Union. He was familiar with the world of Shakespeare quite well, he
knew the nature, character and atmosphere in which the characters
of Shakespeare live and act. Khorava attempted to realize the image
of Lear the third time. Until then, the attempts had not brought the
desired results.

The failure of the play was caused by a number of objective
reasons: 1) During the implementation of the classics, due to the strict
conditions of the Soviet system, no one thought about the undeniable
truth, that its implementation on the stage is impossible without
modern means of art. 2) Vasadze-Khorava’s “King Lear” did not fit the
genre and stylistic background of the Rustaveli Theater. The heroic-
romantic nature of the performance created a false pathos. “One could
not feel human warmth from the stage. Dry, rhetorical, but solemnly
sublime voices were heard.” ! 3) Success of Khorava in Lear’s role was
prevented by the task posed by Vasaladze as a director. For Khorava
Lear remained an unachievable peak.

! ‘30‘36.)(]3 3 j.)ﬁ)m‘z]gmo QF).)&)@)UQO ma.)@)ﬁ)ok ok@)mﬁ)oo., (8).2., »d., 2001. 33 191. .
(Kiknadze V. The History of Georgian Drama Theatre. vol. 2, Tb. 2001. p. 191)
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New understanding of Shakespeare in the second
half of the XX century
(by the example of creative works of Mikheil Tumanishvili and
Giga Lordkipanidze)

In the second half of the XX century some re-evaluation of the
tragedy became necessary. It was Mikheil Tumanishvili who first tried
to modernize Shakespeare in the Soviet Georgian reality. He refused
to read Shakespeare’s plays in a traditional manner and rejected
repeatedly approved methodology.

The performance of Mikheil Tumanishvili gave rise to significant
changes in Georgian scenic Shakesperiana. He broke up many
stereotypes associated with issues of interpretation of Shakespeare. In
Soviet theater deviation from tradition required courage and involved
a great risk. Tumanishvili continued the struggle, but with the use of
modern dramaturgy.

In 1972, six years after the premiere of Tumanishvili, Georgian
theater again turned to “King Lear”. This time this most complex of
Shakespeare’s plays was staged by Giga Lordkipanidze in collaboration
with Vasadze in Rustavi Theater.

Giga Lordkipanidze’s “King Lear” restored the traditions of
Imedashvili on Georgian stage. Realization of “King Lear” on Rustavi
theatre stage was conditioned by the factor of Vasadze. By the way,
Akaki Vasadze was awarded the Rustaveli State Prize just for this
role. The center of the performance was Akaki Vasadze — Lear. All the
events were gathered around him. The actor had been thinking about
this role for several years, but he had no opportunity until then.

Despite the fact that Georgian theater critics did not consider the
performance of great artistic phenomenon, there were some episodes
that made an impression on the spectators and showed the high artistic
level of the Georgian theater school. The critics marked out a few
episodes in the play, especially the scene of the storm, Lear’s scenes
with the Fool and the finale.
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Chapter V
Robert Sturua’s performance “King Lear”

In 80’s of the twentieth century Robert Sturua asked Gela
Charkviani and Lili Popkhadze to translate “King Lear” once again
and he himself was actively involved in the translation. The prosaic
translation perfectly matched European trends and at the same time was
very progressive phenomenon, a step forward for the implementation
of the play in a modern way. The new translation took into account the
stylistics of the play and, most importantly, the aesthetics of the theater,
which was staging the play. Besides, new and “other” texts released
the director of established standards. But Sturua did not reject many
significant important achievements of productions of “King Lear”
in the Georgian theater. However, in Sturua’s performance distant
shadows or parallels of Akhmeteli’s version may be observed. Also
traces of searches of European reformer directors are slightly, but still
visible. Nevertheless, the main pillar on which the director builds his
performance is his majesty Time with its not so desirable reality.

Sturua turned to “King Lear” when the national scenic cycle
devoted to this tragedy of Shakespeare was almost exhausted in the
60’s-70’s of the XX century. But it was only an illusion, because
all the achievements were summed up. Peter Brook’s performance
and movie, Grigori Kozintsev’s movie, the theater works of Giorgio
Strehler and Ingmar Bergman, Laurence Olivier’s TV performance
were left behind. Sturua’s “King Lear” appeared just at a time when
the process of summarizing the productions of “King Lear” began. It
as if summed up the XX century by means of Shakespeare’s “King
Lear”.

The center of main problems of Robert Sturua’s “King Lear” was
the dictator and the tragic consequences caused by his dictatorship.
The director showed the public a dictator who created a totalitarian
state. Maybe Robert Sturua’s Lear thought that this would bring
happiness to his people. But when he grew old, he realized that he
had made a fatal mistake, and can no longer change anything, but
to repent for his sins. And the result is the coming Apocalypse, the
destruction of the universe. Just the Apocalypse is the main finding,
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which is clearly reflected in the performance. None of the directors has
perceived Shakespeare’s tragedy from this point of view.

The forthcoming catastrophe of the world is felt yet in the first
scene of “King Lear”, in Lear’s palace, which is a mirror reflection
of the auditorium of the Rustaveli Theater. A hint of the impending
apocalypse is seen not only in situations played out on the stage, but
also in the decors. The spectators see that everything here is worn-
out, decayed, rotted — accordingly everything will soon collapse, crash
down.

As for the stylistics of the performance, Robert Sturua has summed
up one big passed phase in “King Lire” and outlined the contours of
a new phase. All the achievements and inventions of the director
are gathered in the performance. “King Lear” summarizes the most
important epoch of the Rustaveli Theater, but does not put an end to it.
On the contrary, it opens new perspectives in front of the theatre.

The completely reinterpreted play reflects the majority of
the features that make inevitable collapse and destruction of the
totalitarian regime. This was another variation on the main theme of
Sturua’s theater. The director represented Lear’s theater. Hypocritical
flattery of Goneril and Regan once again proves to the tyrant that Lear
only formally concedes the reign. Henceforth, he will not be called a
king, but he firmly believes that will by no means lose the real power.
Therefore, Cordelia’s behavior is completely unexpected for the king,
when enraged by behavior of her older sisters, his younger, beloved
daughter throws the truth to her father’s face. Lear is astounded.
Kent’s revolt makes him completely lose his patience. Suddenly
the king falls lifeless on a chair. For a few seconds it seems that he
died unexpectedly. But no, it is also a show, a play. Lear revives.
He banishes once faithful Kent from the kingdom in cold blood, and
repudiates “ungrateful” Cordelia — gives her in marriage to the king of
France. This is the “Lear’s theatre”.

The space solution of the performance clearly depicts the world
in which the director represents the action. Every detail of the decors
expresses the strict laws and a totalitarian state. One of such symbols
is the royal throne, the base of which is a lathe. Symbols, metaphors
and allegorical thinking are the most important part of the conceptual
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directing of Robert Sturua. In his performances allegory is expressed
in mise en scenes, during the action of the actors, as well as in the
decors. Static objects that are parts of symbolic and metaphorical
thinking are frequently seen on the stage, and often are the keys
of ideological solutions of a play. In “King Lear” we meet a lot of
such symbols. Specific symbols may become the subject of fierce
debates and controversy among critics. The director himself always
avoids explanations of scenic metaphors and gives the spectators the
opportunity of their own interpretations. In Sturua’s performances
everything is calculated precisely. Each scene, each detail is checked
a thousand times and fixed in such a way.

The success of Shakespeare’s “King Lear” staged by Sturua
is conditioned by several factors: 1. A new approach to the literary
source (text), its new understanding and interpretation; 2. The
director’s different concept; 3 scenography and music based on the
united concept.

Chapter VI
The statistical analysis of productions of “King Lear” on the
stage of Georgian theater

“King Lear” is Shakespeare’s play, which is most often addressed
by Georgian directors. It takes the second place in rating between
“Hamlet” and “Romeo and Juliet”. In Georgia the most often staged
Shakespeare’s plays are “Hamlet” (23 times), “King Lear” (12 times)
and “Romeo and Juliet” (23 times).

In Georgian theatre “King Lear” was realized on the initiative and
by vision of an actor 6 times, and by a director’s decision — 5 times.
Although two of them were not implemented. These data show a
certain trend that “King Lear” is most often associated with the desire
of an actor, rather then a director.

Furthermore, if we try to create a diagram of productions of “King
Lear”, we will be able to see certain regularity between periods of
productions and specific epochal events in the history of Georgia. In
“the period of constant scene” (1879-1918) “King Lear” has been
staged three times (Ilia Chavchavadze, Aleksandre Burtikashvili,
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Valerian Gunia); In the period of so-called universal directing (1921-
1933) the attempt of staging “King Lear” has been carried out only
twice. The attempts were carried out by the Georgian theater reformers
Kote Marjanishvili and Sandro Akhmeteli.

After World War 1II (in the 40’s) “King Lear” was staged twice,
once — at the Rustaveli Theatre, the second time — in Kutaisi. It was the
first production of “King Lear” in the region.

In the next period (from 1960°s until the independence of Georgia)
the tragedy of Shakespeare has been staged by three directors: Mikheil
Tumanishvili, Giga Lordkipanidze and Robert Sturua. During the
independence of Georgia (from 1991 to present) the play has been
staged only by Davit Doiashvili (the Rustaveli Theatre).

When drawing a diagram of the data, as a result of this variability,
we get the so-called fallen out value. One case is related to the period
of “Giorgi Eristavi’s theater” (1850-1856), and the second one — to
the period of independent Georgia (1918-1921). Both these categories
have objective reasons. In the first case Georgian translations of
Shakespeare’s plays did not exist, and in the second case — the Georgian
theater could not find an identical context between Shakespeare’s play
and the political reality.

Besides, during the study of the scenic history of Shakespeare’s
dramaturgy, one feature was notable that distinguishes “King Lear”
from other plays: staging and preparation of the play takes the directors
much more time than other plays of Shakespeare.

It is important whether this statistical picture matches with the
artistic quality of the performance. To determine this, first of all, we
have to distinguish three such performances staging of which took the
longest time and then compare the results with the scientific literature,
archival records and estimations of the periodical press. During the
selection we shall use professor Levan Khetaguri’s two-category
scheme of Shakespeare’s productions: one — where the initiator of
the production and the dominant in the theater is an actor, and in the
second case — a director.

1. Alexandre Imedashvili, Valerian Gunia, Kote Kipiani;

2. Robert Sturua, Mikheil Tumanishvili, Davit Doiashvili.

The above proven approach (method of statistical research)
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corresponds to the estimations of the scientific literature and periodical
press.

It is interesting how often the Georgian theatre addresses
Shakespeare’s “King Lear” for its production.

If we use a twenty-year interval, we’ll get the following picture:
in every twenty years “King Lear” is staged at least once and up to 3
times.

The first production took place in 1883. The frequency of
productions of “King Lear” in Georgian Theatre is as follows: 16, 13,
13,2, 14, 18, 7, 10, 8. Based on these data, “King Lear” is staged on
Georgian stage on average 11,5 times per year.

Conclusion

The research revealed that in Georgia each production of “King
Lear” coincides with the historically difficult, stressful period. The
nature of the situation changes not only artistic and aesthetic, but also
the conceptual structure of Shakespeare’s play. Of these, one line
coincides with a rising, energetic efficacy, and the second — with a
state burdened with these problems.

The analysis showed that the evolution of progressive ideas in the
world is observed from the west to the east. The significant searches
of new interpretations of Shakespeare are observed in the extreme
western point of Europe (Peter Brook’s searches). Then it moves
to the middle of Europe (Giorgio Strehler’s experiments). And the
searches of the XX century in Eastern Europe are summarized by the
performance of Robert Sturua.

The theatrical searches of Brook since the 40’s of the XX century,
with its innovative productions made a revolution. His experiments on
the British theater stage completely changed the style of theater, from
rhetoric to action, and as a result, using the phrase of critic Michael
Costo, Brook made Shakespeare our contemporary.

Brook’s “King Lear” as if legitimized a tradition of new way of
reading Shakespeare. Theater critics consider the performance as the
peak of the British theater of the 60’s of the XX century. At the same
time, it is given the function of a program performance.
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The explication of Giorgio Strehler for the production of “King
Lear” will be subject of consideration for directors of different
generations for a long time. Strehler’s feeling of space in “King Lear”
is the same as the idea of scenic realization.

For Strehler the sharp contrast between the characters was
important, that was expressed in the decision of stage space, musical
line and principles of lighting. He continued his searches in this
direction in the following performances, which were well used in
“The Cherry Orchard” by Anton Chekhov staged in 1974.

In Georgian theatre of the second half of the XIX century and the
early XX century several stage version of “King Lear” were created.
Kote Kipiani was the first one who revived Lear on Georgian stage.
And after three decades Valerian Gunia enlivened the artistic image
of Lear.

Quite naturally, the unrealized interpretations of Kote Marjanishvili
and Sandro Akhmeteli still arouse interest. Obviously, they had their
own, and, above all, creative approach to “King Lear”.

The scenographic solution of the play by these two great directors
is very important. Although “King Lear” practically was not realized
in the 20’s of the XX century, but understanding of the two great
directors is of particular importance for us, as a significant artistic
phenomenon in the scenic history of “King Lear” and a path that leads
to future searches of Georgian scenic Shakesperiana in the 60’s — 80’s
of the XX century.

In the 40’s of the XX century, when actors took upon themselves
the function of a director in Georgian theater, they had a great influence
on directors. It was necessary to urgently update theatrical forms.
Critical situation was created in the theatre and it was necessary to
fight for urgent improvement.

From the second half of the XX century some kind of revaluation
of the tragedy became necessary. The searches, which began in the
20’s, and have been suppressed under the ideological and physical
press of the Soviet government dictate, was relaunched in the 60’s.
It was Tumanishvili who first tried modernization of Shakespeare in
Georgian Soviet reality. He refused to read Shakespeare’s plays in
a traditional manner and rejected repeatedly approved methodology.
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First productions of Shakespeare on the stage by Tumanishvili were
the first attempts of modernization on the Georgian stage.

The success of Sturua’s “King Lear” in 1987 had its historical,
social and political background. It did not appear on a dry ground.
He himself prepared this ground by his performances along with the
socio-political background. In Robert Sturua’s “King Lear” a certain
stages of the formation of his theatrical language have been already
completed.

Statistical study of stage interpretations of “King Lear” in Georgian
theater shows that, despite the complexity of the dramaturgic structure,
from Shakespeare’s plays “King Lear” is realized on the Georgian stage
most often after “Hamlet”. Production of “King Lear” is associated
with the period of the Georgian theater, when the leading position in
the theater is kept by an actor. At the same time, the desire to stage
the play appeared more in actors than directors. From the existing
eleven performances the initiative of their staging belongs only to the
three directors. Production of “King Lear” coincides with the most of
significant phases in the history of the Georgian theater. From the seven
periods the play was not realized in only two of them. This indicates
to the fact that over the past two centuries Georgian theatre considers
Shakespeare’s “King Lear” as an important and topical piece of work.
The research revealed the fact that the the authors devote much more
time to staging “King Lear” than to other plays by Shakespeare and
other authors. According to the study, “King Lear” is staged in every
twenty-year interval in the history of Georgian professional theater.

,King Lear”, one of the most complex mysterious dramaturgic
structures, still remains a stumbling block for the world theater directors
of the XXI century, as, despite the fact that in the twentieth century
Shakespeare has been many times read in an original way, it still leaves
a feeling of dissatisfaction, unattainability and inexhaustibility.
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