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Mythos and the Georgian Theatre
(Summary)

The ultimate goal of this research, concerning the types of
interrelationships between mythos and Georgian theatre, was to study
the role played by Georgian repertory theatre in the shaping of the
contemporary consciousness of Georgian culture. This still remains
highly significant today. In the 19" century Georgian reality, following
in the footsteps of literature, the cultural and creative missions were
deliberately imposed upon theatre. This, in turn, largely determined
the specificity of the further development of theory and practice in the
theatre. In this monograph the Georgian theatrical process is compared
to the world (European) process of the same period; the tendencies of
interpretation and myth-creating in Georgian theatre are studied and
the “genetic predisposition” of these processes is further analyzed.

The author describes the method applied in the study as
evolutionary-dialectical as the research subject discussed in each
subsequent chapter necessarily derives from the previously presented
one.

On the basis of the modern philosophical thought and critical
reasoning of various schools on the one hand, and with the Georgian
tradition in mind on the other, the author concludes that with the help of
the writers of the 1860’s, their activities and cooperation, was created
the mythology crucial for the re-establishment of modern Georgian
culture. This was a type of national-esoteric narration which became a
means of integrating the modern reality of the country into “the sacred
history of the nation” (M. Eliade).

The author argues that at every stage of its development, each
culture creates “mythology” designed and timed for the corresponding
period. Such a kind of “mythology” is about creating a global image
of the world that encloses sensuous and symbolic boundaries of their
private worlds for the representatives of every individual culture to
give it an inner essence and purpose. A “natiolect” is created, that is,
a language that gives each member of the unity a ready-made picture
of the universe.
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There are several cycles of self-revival in the history of Georgian
culture. The sense of necessity of one of the new cycles is evident
in N. Baratashvili’s poetry, especially in his “Merani”. This poem is
imbued with the desire to initiate the new world which is reflected
in the competition against and outdistancing fate; thus the quest to
overcome the fate of the “old” world. N. Baratashvili is a “hero” of
19th-century Georgian culture; he revived a new cosmos of chaos and
granted the Georgian cultural consciousness a new life through his
self-sacrifice.

The formation of the myth penetrating the modern Georgian
culture through literature and journalism reaches a climax in Ilia
Chavchavadze’s letter concerning the translation of “The Mad Girl”
written by Kozlov, specifically in his famous formula (“Three Divine
Treasures left to us by our Fathers: “Mother Tongue, Motherland,
Faith”). Ilia Chavchavadze coins the maxim by which he tries
to formulate the essence of the Georgian culture in an extremely
precise and laconic way. If we translate the notion “Mother Tongue-
Motherland- Faith” into other concepts of a language, we receive the
following modification of the above-mentioned triad: “The Earth-
Medium-God*.

The maxim by Ilia Chavchavadze presents a kind of a “mythical”
form embracing the internal essence of the “new Georgian reality”
that was in the process of formation in the 19" century. In this maxim,
divine and human existence and the subordination between these two
essences are conceptualized and the principle of mediation between
them is considered. This is also confirmed by the writer’s mention
of “Mother Tongue-Motherland- Faith” as divine sanctuaries. This
is an example of the “conscious” sacralization of culture. Where the
concepts of “sacral” and “profane” exist, the inevitability of the ritual
is also to arise.

Ilia Chavchavadze set up a model for the unity of the “mythical”
world in his trinomial system, preparing the ground for a new, “total
initiation” of culture. The theatre - the place of further initiation of the
Georgian culture- was seen as one of the main “ritual” paths leading
to the new cultural field.
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“New mythology” played the role of a regulating factor in the
public consciousness. The Georgian theatre, too, created the world
organized by the same mythos and its “sacral history.” Since the
1920s the theatre has become the main protagonist of the existing
mythical narrative.

It was within this framework of the national-esoteric narrative
that Sandro Akhmeteli’s national anthropology and mythical-ritual
understanding of the theatre became feasible. This a priori relied on
conceptualizing the national culture as individualizing the soul of
mankind, having no other alternative. Art, as the pinnacle of the self-
realization of the universalized soul embodied in the nation, was a
way for Akhmeteli to perceive and understand the religious-mystical
essence of existence.

The articles by Sandro Akhmeteli outline the director’s whole
worldview. His religious-ritualistic understanding of the nature of the
theatre brings his standpoint closer to the conceptual perspectives of
other avant-garde figures. The director is interested in the beginnings
of culture and psyche. In particular, he desires to find the underlying
level of psychophysical reality, on which general anthropological
principles of life, culture, perception, formal modeling or cognition
should lie. He attaches crucial importance to the ritual and religious
roots of the theatrical art, while he views the artistic culture as the
nation’s form of religious “striving” and a form of experiencing the
mystery of existence.

In Akhmeteli’s view, sensual perceptivity is regulated by two basic,
transcendentally, a priori levels of sensitivity: general anthropological
and national. The most perfect combination of these levels is embodied
in the national art culture. The national, as an archetypal principle of
modeling physical and artistic reality, which is possessed genetically
by a certain group of people, is the basis for the aesthetic form in
Akhmeteli’s philosophy.

Akhmeteli’s theoretical viewpoint is essentially linked to
Nietzsche’s contemplation of drama and dramatic phenomena, and
a comparison of the theatre and the Church reveals that through the
formal-ritual structure of the mystery, he aspires to synthesize pagan
and Christian, mythical and historical.
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Akhmeteli believes that the national culture, and, within its
boundaries, the cultivation of the perfect human being, represents the
supreme goal of existence and the “world-soul”. In artistic culture,
the metaphysical and physical worlds come together and a renewed
divine-human unity is achieved.

The director mythologises history. For him, as well as for
Nietzsche, history is the cover of myth, and constituent unique and
certain/private facts are an infinite variation of the mythically regular
and the archetypal.

For Akhmeteli, progress lies in the perception of the basics and
acceptance of the tragic myth. Myth is something that should always
be experienced rather than overcome, which should bring joy; a sense
of unity achieved through ecstasy. Talking about Georgia’s tragedy
and recognizing it as a subject of tragedy indicates that the director
views the nation’s adventure as a mythical drama of God. Drama is
the “super-individual basis” of every individual’s spiritual life, which
determines human action in culture. The polycentric world, where each
centre is the point of contemplation and construction of the universe
from a national perspective, is a place for human-hero action and a
sense of “tragic vivacity”.

The third chapter of the monograph discusses the drama “Lamara”
by Grigol Robakidze, one of the most prominent representatives
of Georgian modernism. In this work, a human became the main
character in the execution of the mystery of existence, and conceptual
mythologism reached its final form. The unifying heavenly-earthly
mystery of the universe is ultimately aiming at giving birth to a free
man, the instant and miraculous overcoming of the tragic antinomy
of existence. This joint mystery of “God and Mankind” embodied in
“Lamara” is presented in this monograph in the light of the works by
Georgian scholars of mythology and the Eliade structure of the ritual.

The plot of the play reveals the deities of various mythological
pantheons. Central to them is the Sun, whose ‘reincarnated’ image
in the play is represented by Lamara. Robakidze strives to present
cosmogonic and sociogenic creations in a synchronized manner, in
order to contemplate a targeted coherence between destiny and a
human will; to show that only in this sense of unity, after perceiving
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ethical responsibility, and consequently, experiencing freedom, can an
insurmountable antinomy be overcome and harmony restored.

Grigol Robakidze’s work is of great importance for Georgian artistic
culture and theatre. The writer’s “touching”, “intuitive” philosophy has
become one of the most important lines of Georgian theatre practice.
His outlook was based on clear principles and encompassed the whole
spectrum of national and European cultures.

After Akhmeteli, the Rustaveli Theatre, as an independent
“narratologist” and cultural myth creator, disappears from the spotlight
for nearly two decades, and its potential for modeling and myth-
creating is formally subjugated to the prioritized Soviet ideological
myth. Under the leadership of Mikheil Tumanishvili in the 1950s, the
demythologization of the theater-style starts, which is embodied in
freeing a human being from the ideological context.

At the beginning of the 1960s, totalitarian thinking was replaced
by the perception of a new global multicultural world. Director Robert
Sturua has been in charge of this process since the mid-sixties.

The basic scheme of the Sturua theatre phenomenon - the
transition from profane to sacral - was based on the “technique” of
alienation. This was embodied in the perception of the principle of
total relativity of reality and history from the standpoint of intellectual
irony, of acquiring sacral knowledge of the playful nature of reality.
Going beyond the arc of reality implies the discovery of its playful,
mythical nature, and gives an ironical twist to its illusory essence. At
the carnival (in the theatrical action), a human being is taken away
from the mythical and historical reality and is split into acting and
contemplating subjects. The unity of the spectator and the actor
combines profanity and sacral states within itself at the exact same
time. The reality, on the one hand, is presented and organized as
archetypal-mythical unity, and as a purely anthropological intellect, on
the other. Therefore, pure intellect presents its “alter ego” through an
ironical representation and evaluation and deconstruction of myths.

The revision and deconstruction of myths and the ironic disclosure,
which is the axial line of Sturua’s creative path (especially of the first
period), is considered to be a process of absolute infinite negation in this
monograph. According to the author, while Sturua is a myth breaker,
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he is also a creator of myths. The process of artistic deconstruction of
reality is endless, with each new model replaced by a new one that is
as subjective as its predecessor. Accordingly, the director, in addition
to exposing the existing myths, also creates new myths. In Sturua’s
work, especially since the 1990s, a kind of post-mythological myth
emerges as a confirmation of the infinity of myth-making.

Sturua finished the deconstruction of historical-political myth with
irony in Shakespeare’s “King Lear” (1987). Moreover, it was finished
with the final self-negation of a man and the visual destruction of
the theatre as a place of ritual and cultural recreation. Since 1992,
he has embarked on a hypothetical recreation of culture, a theatrical
experiment of productive and destructive myths, including the
retrospection of the national mythos, with Calderon’s drama “Life Is a
Dream” marking its beginning.

The fifth chapter is devoted entirely to Robert Sturua’s performance
- Gia Kancheli’s “Styx”. To prepare the reader for understanding of
the linguistic side of the play and its artistic nature, the author of the
monograph creates a kind of “propaedeutics” of the analysis in this
chapter. The performance is presented as an act of communication,
with a significantly increased share of audience participation and co-
creation. The theatrical performance is regarded as a language that,
within the flexible aesthetic and conceptual system of the play, allows
for the free reading and infinite interpretation of its artistic nature.
The mythos embodied in the Georgian theatre can be understood not
only through a single performance, but also in its whole creative meta-
narrative.

According to the author of the monograph, the phenomenon of
mythologizing is, in general, eternal in culture and art as a regulating
factor of social and mental reality. There are times when some fields
of art, like the theater in modern Georgian history, gain prominence.
It is as if the whole essence of the national life is being assimilated,
through which it reveals both the religious and ethical intuition of the
nation; intellectual reflexes and the discovery of mythologism viewed
as the regulating principle of existence.

This work considers mythos as the unity of the whole culture and
its separate fields, most notably the unity of organizing principles of
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art and psyche (according to Jung’s terminology - the combination of
factors). On the basis of existing scientific viewpoints, it is assumed
that all major cultural phenomena, such as religion, language, art,
philosophical and even naturalistic views, are governed by the same
principle of organizing reality seen from the perspective of different
cultures and psychics and are based on imminent principles and
archetypal structures.

Thus, as a culture creator, a human being is a priori given the
“feeling” of the organizing myth of reality, which underlies the base
for the unification of reality. No matter where it comes from - in the
bosom of the primitive faith, developed religion, ideology or science -
this “feeling” is the basis for the “creation” and structuring of reality.
The perception of reality as an appropriate or a deliberate essence is
founded on the inherent “general-mythos” archetype, exiting which
equals the end of culture, or its collapse. This view holds for the
polysemic, poly-conceptual and contradictory postmodern reality
as it still represents the reality of culture (even civilization) but not
the reality of post-culture and post-civilization. Art, in particular, the
theatre and its functioning as the subject of this research and a place
of culture’s self-reflexivity, self-establishment, and self-initiation, is a
practical confirmation of this idea.
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